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twelve-year battle waged by Senator George W. Norris and
other conservationists and to Roosevelt's conviction that
power resources belong to the people, the Tennessee Valley
Authority was created to promote flood control, navigation,
electric-power production, proper use of land and forest and
"the economic and social well-being of the people/' The
new agency was to deal with all natural resources as a single
big problem and make decisions without constant reference
to Washington* Interstate in character, it worked coopera-
tively with seven state governments and scores of local ones*
At last regional planning on a large scale had been given the
signal to go ahead.
Though the TVA could invoke the power of eminent do-
main in matters like flood control, the essence of its program
affecting the people's daily life was voluntary. Under a plan-
ning council six divisions—representing agriculture, forestry,
industry, engineering and geology, land use, social and eco-
nomic aspects—maintained "demonstration units," which
became the chief means of individual persuasion. While still
engaged in building locks and dams and power plants, it be-
gan the retirement of submarginal lands, soil conservation,
afforestation, the introduction of better farm machinery and
the fostering of local manufactures, public health and edu-
cation.
The hill dweller of Tennessee, Alabama and North Car-
olina inclined to stubbornness, conservatism, suspicion—the
traits of ingrained sectionalism. In the lowlands a few old-
sters at first avowed that, rather than move, they would just
sit in their rocking chairs till the water came up to drown
them. New-fangled methods of plowing and household gad-
gets also left them dour* But as the program progressed—
with vast works of concrete and steel rising skyward and
transmission wires spanning the valleys, brown water turn-
ing deep blue, ragged hillsides changing into rich green—
inertia yielded to curiosity and then appreciation, with youth
and the better educated taking the lead. Sharecroppers, white

